
IOSR Journal of Research & Method in Education (IOSR-JRME)  

e-ISSN: 2320–7388,p-ISSN: 2320–737X Volume 7, Issue 5 Ver. IV (Sep. – Oct. 2017), PP 01-03 

www.iosrjournals.org 

DOI: 10.9790/7388-0705040103                                  www.iosrjournals.org                                              1 | Page 

 

What Does Concept of Teacher Mean to Teacher Candidates? 
  

Alattin Ural
1
 

1
(Department of Mathematics Education/ Mehmet Akif Ersoy University, Burdur/TURKEY) 

 

Abstract : This research aimed to determine mathematics teacher candidates’ meanings about the concept of 

teacher via metaphors. 36 Mathematics teacher candidates who studied in the Faculty of Education were the 

participants of the research. The teacher candidates were asked to complete the sentence of “A Teacher is like 

… as …”. The teacher candidates wrote metaphors as many as they wish. The metaphors obtained were 

categorized in terms of their meanings that the teacher candidates attributed, afterwards these categories were 

categorized again in terms of their similarities and so themes were obtained. At the end of the research; it was 

seen that the teacher candidates thought a teacher as a person preparing the students for the future by 

enhancing their knowledge and abilities; showing appropriate ways to achieve success in life; inspiring with 

his/her behaviours; making effort to make the students a good person and citizen and also sometimes as a closer 

friend. 
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I. Introduction 
The A metaphor is defined as a poetical image and a rhetorical tool which is limited to use in literature. 

Metaphor was defined as an embellishment or a style of speaking in the past ([1]). Metaphor is not a mere 

embellishment, it is the basic means by which abstract thought is made possible ([2]). Metaphor is considered as 

the strongest device for an individual to comprehend and explain a hypothetical or an abstract, complex fact in a 

high level ([3]). A metaphor is actually a way of understanding one reality by means of another reality ([4]). 

Metaphors have many advantages for educators and learners. If our conceptual system and thought 

processes are largely metaphorical, analyzing metaphorical thinking of people is a good way to understand what 

happens in their mind ([5]). In recent years, there were many studies conducted to investigate the metaphors 

about “teaching”, “learning” and “teacher” concepts ([6], [7], [8], [9], [10], [11], [12], [13], [14]). 

Metaphors affect cognitive processes and actions ([5]) and enable individuals to express themselves 

while shaping their expressions ([15]). Metaphors affecting individuals not only reflect thoughts but also shape 

them and contribute to the emerging of behaviors ([16]). Metaphors could be used as effective tools in 

determining the place of teachers in modern education approach ([17]). The fact that metaphors are important 

tools in researching processes and concepts as basis of the educational process has been proven by the 

qualitative research findings ([7], [11], [13], [18], [19], [20], [21], [22], [23]). Therefore, metaphors have 

important roles guiding education and teaching practices of teacher candidates. As metaphors have the ability to 

enable long-term retention ([24]), metaphors could be used in education ([25], [26], [27], [28], [29], [30]). 

 

II. method 
The aim of this research is to investigate the mathematics teacher candidates’ view of the the concept 

of teacher via metaphors. This study has been administered to 40 mathematics teacher candidates who studied in 

the Faculty of Education  in Burdur/Turkey. The teacher candidates were asked to complete the sentence of “A 

Teacher is like … as …”. The teacher candidates wrote metaphors as many as they wish. The metaphors 

obtained were categorized in terms of their meanings that the teacher candidates attributed, afterwards these 

categories were categorized again in terms of their similarities and so themes were obtained. 

 

III. Findings 
The metaphors and frequencies that the mathematics teacher candidates’ produced about the concept of teacher 

were given in Table 1. 
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Table 1. The metaphors that the mathematics teacher candidates’ produced about the concept of teacher 
Category Metaphors 

Carrying into future-preparing for the life Bus (carrying to real life), street door (the door to real life)  

Providing information Newspaper, book (2), google, nature, cow(milking knowledge), chestnut (wishing to 

eat in winter-knowledge), library, computer 
Advisor Sister/brother (2), mother-father, compass (5), light (2), sun, psychologist, guide (2), 

traffic light (3), eraser (cleaning errors), water (cleaning errors), glasses (providing 

vision), map (2), life coach, moonlight 
Developing talent Tap (flower-water-developing), farmer, gardener, technical director (2), cooker, 

mirror (awareness raising), pottery master (giving a form) 

Developing in every aspect Heart (pumping blood), tree (3) (benefit from fresh air, fruits, etc.), land (2), mother-
father, guide, family member, black cherry juice (produces blood), MALL (provides 

our every need), writer (writing on empty headed students) 
Inspiring Music, artwork 

Developing academic and general 

knowledge 

Journal, travel, a well-informed friend, sun, light 

Friend A close friend (4) 

Developing moral values Mosque, navigator 

Leaving an impression Fall (having good or bad affects),mother, life 
Fairness Scales 

Role-Model Model 

Treatment facility Gets every kind of students and makes them suitable for the society 

 

The students produced 54 different metaphors and these metaphors were separated to 13 different 

categories. When analyzed these categories, it was seen that the mathematics teacher candidates considers 

teachers as the persons who develop students’ academic and general knowledge, skills, guide the students for 

the success, carry them into future by inspiring the students  with their behaviours, try to develop students’ 

personalities  and moral values and can be a good friend. 

 

References 
[1]. Lakoff, G., & Johnson, M. (2003). Metaphors we live by. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 
[2]. Lakoff, G. & Nunez, R. E. (2000). Where mathematics comes from: How the embodied mind brings mathematics into being. New 

York: Basic books.  

[3]. Saban, A., Koçbeker, B., & Saban, A. (2006). Öğretmen adaylarının öğretmen kavramına ilişkin algılarının metafor analizi yoluyla 
incelenmesi. Kuram ve Uygulamada Eğitim Bilimleri, 6(2), 461-522. 

[4]. Romanyshyn, R. D. (2001). Mirror and metaphor: Images and stories of psychological life. Pittsburgh: Trivium.  

[5]. Lakoff, G., & Johnson, M. (1980). Metaphors we live by. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  
[6]. Alger, L.C. (2009). Secondary teachers’ conceptual metaphors of teaching and learning: changes over the career span. Teaching and 

Teacher Education, 25, 743-751. 

[7]. Carlson, T. (2001). Using metaphors to enhance reflectiveness among preservice teachers. Journal of Physical Education, 

Recreation and Dance, (JOPERD), 72 (1), 49-53.  

[8]. Guerrero, M. C. M. & Villamil, O. S. (2002). Metaphorical conceptualizations of ESL teaching and learning. Language Teaching 

Research, 6, 95-120.  
[9]. Güler, G.,Öçal, M. F. & Akgün, L. (2011). Pre-service mathematics teachers’ metaphors about mathematics teacher concept, 

Procedia Socialand Behavioral Sciences, 15, 327– 330. 

[10]. Leavy, A. M., Mc Sorley, F. A., & Bote, L, A. (2007). An examination of what metaphor construction reveals about the evolution 
of preservice teachers’ beliefs about teaching and learning. Teaching and Teacher Education, 23, 1217-1233.  

[11]. Saban, A. (2004). Prospective classroom teachers’ metaphorical images of selves and comparing them to those they have of their 

elemantery and cooperating teachers. International Journal of Educational Development, 24, 617-635.  
[12]. Saban, A., Koçbeker, B.N., & Saban, A. (2006). Öğretmen adaylarının öğretmen kavramına ilişkin algılarının metafor analizi 

yoluyla incelenmesi. Kuram ve Uygulamada Eğitim Bilimleri, 6(2), 461-522. 

[13]. Saban, A. (2009). Öğretmen Adaylarının Öğrenci Kavramına İlişkin Sahip Oldukları Zihinsel İmgeler. Türk Eğitim Bilimleri 
Dergisi, 7(2), 281- 326. 

[14]. Yob, I.M. (2003). Thinking constructively with metaphors. Studies in Philosophy and Education, 22, 127-138. 

[15]. Morgan, G. (1998). Yönetim ve örgüt teorilerinde metafor (Çev. G. Bulut). İstanbul: Mess.  
[16]. Strenski, E. (1989). Disciplines and communities, armies and aonasteries and the teaching of composition. Rhetoric Review, 8(1), 

137-146.  

[17].  Vadebocoeur, J. A. & Myriam, N. T.(2003). Constructing and reconstructing teaching roles : a focus on generative metaphors and 
dichotomies. Discourse : Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education, 24(1), 87-103.  

[18]. Cochran, S. M. (2002). The research base for teacher education metaphors we live (and die?). Journal of Teacher Education, 53(4), 

283-285.  
[19]. Çapan, B. E. (2010). Öğretmen adaylarının üstün yetenekli öğrencilere ilişkin metaforik algıları. Uluslararası Sosyal Araştırmalar 

Dergisi, 3 (12), 140-154. 

[20]. Goldstein, L. B. (2005). Becoming A Teacher as a Hero’s Journey: Using Metaphor in Preservice Teacher Education. Teacher 
Education Quarterly, 32(1), 7-24. 

[21]. Keranen, J. (2005). Using metaphors in computer science education – cross cultural aspects. Tech. Rep., CS Department, Univ. of 

Joensuu. 
[22]. Önen, A.S.& Koçak, C. (2011). Candidate teachers’ tour in campus with their metaphoric images. Procedia - Social and Behavioral 

Sciences, 15, 3555-3559.  

[23]. Taşdemir, M., & Taşdemir, A. (2011). Teachers’ metaophors on K-8 curriculum in Turkey. Paper presented at the 2nd International 
Conference on New Trends in Education and Implications, Antalya- Turkey.  



What Does Concept of Teacher Mean to Teacher Candidates? 

DOI: 10.9790/7388-0705040103                                  www.iosrjournals.org                                              3 | Page 

[24]. Arslan, M. & Bayrakci, M. (2006). Examination of metaphoric thinking and learning approach from the point of education and 

training. Journal of National Education, 171, 100-108. 

[25]. Botha, E. (2009). Why metaphor matters in education. South African Journal of Education, 29, 431-444. 
[26]. Cook-Sather, A. (2003). Movements of mind: The matrix, metaphors and re-imaging education. Teachers College Record, 105(6), 

946-977. 

[27]. Fang, X. (2007). Analysis on the metaphorical structure of education discourses. SINO-US English Teaching, 4(2), 52-55.  
[28]. Fraser, D. (2000). Curriculum integration: What it is and is not. set: Research Information for Teachers, 3, 34−37. 

[29]. Patton, M. Q. (2002b). Teaching and training with metaphors. American Journal of Evaluation, 23(1), 93-98. 

[30]. Zheng, H.-B., & Song, W.-J. (2010). Metaphor analysis in the educational discourse: A critical review. Online Submission, 8(9), 
42-49.  

Alattin Ural. “What Does Concept of Teacher Mean to Teacher Candidates?” IOSR Journal of 

Research & Method in Education (IOSR-JRME) , vol. 7, no. 5, 2017, pp. 01–03. 


